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18 ACTS. Xili. Pt 


Brkold, ye deſpiſers, and ue; and periſh: N 7 

work a work in your days, a work which ye ſhall 
in no wiſe believe, —_ a man declare it unto 
N all ages of the world, a1 Ate ever had his nee 
although at times, it has ſeemed, 5s if they were near- 


ly cut off from the earth. Elijab, thought himſelf the 
only one in his day, until the Lord told him, that he had 


unto Baal, 


In the days tina of the Prophets, true ieligion v wad I 
very low ebb; and trom what we learn in Seripture hiſ- 
tory, the labours of ſeverul uf the meſſengers of G. d, were 
attended with but little ſucceſs: infornuch, that even Elijah 
begged of the Lord to take away his life, ſaving, “/ am not 
betty un my Fathers," 1 Kings, xix, 4. The Prophet Hub- 
* ee to ſee no more frult of hls 1 
A t 


reſerved ſeven thouſand, who had not buwed their knee 


3 


that he wou own beyond -meaſure, only 
he comforted himſelf with theſe conſiderations, Chap. iii, 
17. 18 Although the fig-treb Mull not bloſſom, neither ſhall frui 
be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field ſhall 
yield no meat, the floeks Mult de cut off from the fold, and there 
hall be no herd in the ſtalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
Joy in the God of my ſuluutio. A' conſciouſneſs of his own 
fidelity, to God 975 0 Hie ſupported a bim, notwith- WW ; 
ſtanding the ſmall ſueceſb of his'labburs, * * } 
. The miniſtry. Prophets fell out in very 
difficult times; hence, Elijah ſaid to Eliſha, juſt before 
he was taken from him, I ſhall do for thee before 
[ be taken away." Y Kings, . The old Prophet knew 
that Eliſhy's ,miniftry.wpuld be attended with oppoſition; 
v4. Ahab .and Jezebel were devoted to [dolatry, ſorcery 
and pefſeciitlon : therèfott ho was well perfunded, that 
Eliſha would need particular aſſiſtance from above, both 
to quality him for his miniſtry, and to prepare him to 
ſtand ſtedfaſt in death, In caſe he ſhould be called to it, 
' "The giyil power, In the days of the Apoſtles being us: 
favourable tq religion, Sajnt Paul himſelf declared, he 
bad to fight with beaſts at Epheſus; he had to contend 
with men of a fierce diſpoſition, ſuch were the falſe pro- 
phets and blaſpheming Jews mentioned in this chapter 
who oppoſed his preaching, and to whom he addreſſed 
the words of the text. Heſold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 
und periſt. fer I worꝭᷣ a work in your days, a work that ye. il 2 
in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto 5 From Wl ., 


this text, I will endeavour to ſne w fir 
: | " BY 21 1 ' a { F 4355 KW, } +. 4 ' 
4 Ts What this work is, that God works in our days. - 
"I j "= 2 & th gf ak. 1 py > * f N 
II. Mbo are the perſons chat deſpiſe it. ky 


III. Why they deſpiſe it. 
7 IV. What 
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IV. What will be the conſequence, 3 | 
v. Draw ſome inferences from the whle. 


I, What this work is. gt th, 
A work of conviction, converſion and ſanRification,. 


LA work of conviction in the hearts of finneys, FIN 

The word of God, is cortipared to u hammer, a fire, 
and a two edged ſword, dividing betwixt the ſoul and tint 
„ Entering between the joints of the hartieſs-" The, means moſt 
commonly uſed in awakening linnete, is the preaching 
of the word ; but ſo far is the Lord from confining Him- 
ſelf, to one particular. method of convincing , maiikind, 
that fome thnes the moſt ungromiſing Incidents are Im- 


proved for that end. 


The Lord proglalms himſelf by the volce of nature} 
for It is evident, the moſt barbarous nations know the 


difference betwixt good and evil, vice und virtue, honeſty 


and diſhoneſty, Again, the Lord ſpeaks by Revelation, 
and makes uſe ot vari ways to revesl his will, Diegms 
and viſions; mercies and judgments; atflitions of body: 
diſappointments in lite; the. converſion of friends, or the 
death, ob relations: al, or any of theſe uccurences. may he 
laltrunental, by the grace: of God, in the converſion of 
a linner :. and happy are-they. who. hear his voice in theſe 
| When the ſpirit of God, brings any of theſe things: to 
a finner's conſcience, it inclines him to confider his ways. 
and be wiſe ; and thereby becomes deeply conviaced' of 
lin.. The ſpirituality.” of the law appears it its proper 
light. and becomes his ſchoolmaſter to bring him to Chriſt 
In this ſituntion, he is- ready to enquire of any one, 
Aave you ſeen him whom my. ſoul deſireth to love.“ 

. 4 +02. Deep 


(6) 
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Deep ſeriouſneſs, ſelf examination, hearty contrition, 


aud importunate prayer, are ſome of his prevailing ex- 
eteiſes; and he can ſeldom live a day, if even an hour, 
without exerciling one or all of them. Thus he is a pro- 
per ſubject for the Saviour: for Chriſt came into the 
world to ſeek and ſave ſitiners, and ſuch he is altogether 
jn his own eyes: therefore, his conſlant cry ig, God be 
merciful] to me a ſinner,” 


2. A work of converſion (or Ker. in the heart 
of mourners. | 1 * 


The mean of juſtification on our part, 10 faith, The 
folvie is the author, the heart ie the ſent, Ohriſt is the 
obſect, and love is the diſtinguiſhing character, Thereby 
we apprehend Chriſt for gur uſtitication, and are able 10 
call God, * Father by the ag Ghoſt,” We nre ther 
made new creatures in Chiift 5 1 i * Ol4 ung, are fa 
auh, behold, all things become nw,” 1 


Our faith does not only juſtify, * enables us to ovet- 
come the world, the fleſh and the devil, as we are ſaid to 
„ live by faith in the ſon of God; it is not one act of faith, 
put continued believing, that/Keeps the foul alive to God. 
The more we exerciſe our faith upon God and his word, 
the ſtronger it will grow; hence we at ſaid, to!go fron 
faith to faith, from grace to grace. Whatever difficultie 
we meet in, the way, faith is able to ſurmount them ; # 
it ſees things invifibe, believes thin S 18 hich ſeem) in- 
,credible, performs things impoſſible, (to human | poyrel 
and endures things inſupportpble.” BRUT 1 . 


dein mighty kau do promiſes; b1 
And looks to that alone: 
Ls Laughs at impoſſibilities, - - 


And cries, it all be done.” 34 


(3) 
A wort of fanRtifcation In the hearts df benevets. 
ien 111 TILL j fy Ta 1 TH Jr rye ers 


Abſolute perfection belongs to God alone, and all beings 
are imperfeR, when they are com; ared to him. Tbetetore, 
the work of ſanctification, is not the pertection of God: 
nor le it the petfedtlon of angels, tbr of Adatn in Vara- 
dife; nor à freedom from ſznotance, miſtake, terripta 
ton, Ind a thoufarid Infirmitigy neceſſarfly congected 
with fleſh and blood: but, it ſignifies to have the * Sane 
1s nnd that 'was in Cr, to walk as Crit walted, to ae 

cha hands and a pure heart? to by cleanſed from W 

M and” ſpirit?“ Such" as are fandtified in body, Toul 
0 BF and (pitie, ““ wall in the Night, 47 % I in thi light, and the 
%% Jeſus Chriſt Mo ſon clean/ath them! from all in 


08 This work of eie ge, ſuppoſes n, heart ſo, jnflu- 
" {Wenced, with the love of God, * continually to offer up 
„%. thought, word and work, as a fjirityal fheritice, 

ee table to 0 od through Chriſt, Such per fans Tn every 


thought of their hearts, in every word ot their tongues, 


and in every work of their hands, . Shew fotth the protjes 
of him, who hath called them out of darkne/s into Ns matvel- 
lous light, Thoſe who have arrived at ſuch Fee 


breadths and lengths of the falyation ot God, lt be 
the moſt uſeful bor, in. pyblle and Frieze "lite! 36! 


1 » © 1 i! 14 
love of Chriſt, contingally ,conftrains tbetp to UG gogd, 


But even this, as well as juſtification, cannot be. kept, 
unleſs perſons live in. the conſtant exerciſe of that grace 
already received; and /wheneyer this weed gane f loſt, 

it ix for want of exerctlibz the graces of l. 0 

DUINYg Mie 9D1TC „ t 324124 == 5. b 764ur 
erb qs nh UdrfBe H the ChrItiun reg, 2g biſt 
ed "t6f@"oBfetfions" hace“ been räffed, ln Ig tfof 
ſanQifitation / and bet, Hot ſo much fig 
c itſelf, 
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itſelf, as the time, the manner, and the means of re- 
ceiving it. But a doctrine fo glorious in its nature, and 
fo advantageaus' RTE Ed ſhould never be 1. 
N N 0) os E | el * Meint: 


18 "The-reaſon why. moſt believers 100 wort of it is, be 
cauſe. they do not ſec the need of it, they Ri1l keep 5 
accurſed thing, or indwelling ſin, is not yet become ſuf- 

- kciently:intolerahle; - They do not believe that. the'Lord 
both can and wil make t1em clean, IT. that r now is the 

ed time. They have ſome faith, but not that de- 
gree, which: makes them ſell ail, deny. the ſelves, and 
continue, inſtant in prayer tor the bleſſing. Pieſſing the 
point, and pleading thoſe pr. miſes, that relate o that 
Hato, are the muſt effectual means to obtain it. 


There are ſome, ever among religious people, who do 
os think rener of this kind ot imp rtynity, but 
| be aſſured, this, i is the "malt ſpeedy, arjd 4 way, 
of obtaining the bleſſings of the gol}, el. Obſerve the 
' difference, bet wer n thoſe who. have this lei vor, and thol 
who ſpeak again it, The former, proſper moſt in thei 
own ſouls their graces amazingly increaſe, and their 


A e improve. \ The others,. go on in the 
dull tracy, neithe r happy 1 in thelr fouls, nor very uſe 
ul in their 


abours : fene e experience , and matter 


Fey both 1 that hs former extreme. 1s much f 


155 ETTE 


3 


7 ny e, luke - JOY: Murs, and thoſe 
* Ake have no part of reli 1 what they call firid 
rational, may 4445 vod ig norance, pride, and preſump 
noa, bt g, on in bg ne vt, the; Lord, and bring 
„the ſouls you can to Jcius Chriſt: remembering, ll yo 
. GBcrengy [is of God. Keep low at the feet of Cheb 


hi 


(-9 )) * 


and in your own eyes; but ſtrong ip faith, giving glory 
to God, and 'tis not known, in 1 an Ktraptainay 
degree, the Lord may make a celan in de cowverſion 
of men. 19 41 „M0 1 5 „en vor ak . me 


The Lord, has certainly choſen the wesk things bb the 
world, and things that are baſe, to confound” thoſe that 
are mighty, that no, fleſh might glory 3 in is preſente 
ſuch weak, inſtruments, we pre, more 3 tonvine 
the work i: is of Gdd, This, 3s well as Juftiic tion 5s by 
ceived by faith, and we may continually” 51 

atil we me a and filled with all e W 

. 


1 ger Pe o b.. who ate te depiet er 
his ah EG, less Gow 2 


1 % „ien 3) 22 enn. tate 39G 14): "We 
1. All open Genes,” There needs no argument to yrove, 
hat theſe deſpiſe the work. They declare their ſin as 
Sodom ; and carry the mark of the beaſt in their fore- 
ead.“ The gratification of their ſenſes, paſſions anda p< 
petites, is what they are in continual purſuit of; and; 
ove darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. They 
ll not come to the” light, t err deeds odd be 3 
. They plead in behalf of their carnal pleaſures, and 
ry out, for Barabbas, hut let Chriſt and his religion be 
mbraced by othets, not by them, they have other things 
o mind, Religion, is what they have no inclination for; 


wil tem they deſpiſe and reje@ the cbunſeſ of God 


zoſnſt themſelves, Jh carnal mind is enmity again! God, 
| & to the lau of God, neither indeed can be Tihtly 
'6 more ready to heap all manner of reproach upon the 
ly, ond to conſider them a8 the off ſeouring of the 
11d; than to embrace their doctrines. 31901 11 WW 


V JG Q@UOMMEG %% 911981 It5 1994102 gt 1s % 


cw). 
. All Platites deſpiſe it. tenſes omg | 


5; > Ar gs eat Ne their e - 
by 04 * — the law, are building upon the ſand, have a forn © 


power, and will not ſubmit to the rights 
af fed ja 


Dey warm themſelves ' by the ſpark; 
5 of whom it is ſaid, * They ſhall ly 
wp 12 5 "They have no idea of juſtification WT | 
ro ooo bay not ud WH ce the doftrine 
that preach . 1 1 
2 Tt often do we ka ſuch u 10 un feorner's chair; 
although vor do not care to ſtand forward themfelves it 
oppofing a ecating ;, yet they, tly encourage 
Be wil be fo 15, 00 6 ebe r 
and, tis not uncommon to find ſome of thoſe, who ever 
call” thetriſelves. by the ſacred» title of the ninisTERs of 
ee among * number. | 


} 


» 


8 in ther own eyes reſend & 


N v.t ink ray,” are "$2? mes, and wiſdom will die 
with them. Were they not ſuch as theſe, our Lud 
alluded to? when. be ſaid, © / thank thee O Father, Lein 
F ; heaven and earth; becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things fra 
: the wile and pruden', and haſt revealed them unto babes, ew 
ifo © Father, for it ſeemed good in thy, fight” Matt. 1. 
2. Tbeſe men, ate; like the vain. philoſophers, Sein 
"Paul warned Timothy againſt. They may haye ac 
petencv of learning: underſtand the works of natul 
and thoſe of art: and be able to account for many t! 
upon mere natural principles ;; and puff themfelyes ' 
an high conceit of their own acquiſitions ; r — 


611 0 


hey know ſo much, as. tends to make them deſpiſe the, 
lorines cf the croſs. Thus the preaching of the croſs was: 
fooliſhneſs to the Greeks, becauſe they could not account 
for its doctrines upon natural principles: and their fuc- 
ceſlors deſpiſe and reject' it, imagining every one to be 
deceived who are led by ſuch doctrines. But, only ob- 
what the Apoſtle ſays, /** We teſtify the things that [we 
ve ſeen, and our hands have handled the word of life :| we, 
we taſted the good word of On: Apr leer 
wid to cw. ; es 


4 Thoſe deſpiſe it in general, who have a le of 
riches, power, and honours of this world, Our Sa- 
jour ſaid, “ It is eaſier for a camel tq go through the 95 
f a needle, than for rich man to enter into the Whgdom of 
d.“ Not that the thing is impoſſible with God; but 
is ſo difficult, for men of this deſcription, to ſee and 
xl true poverty of ſpirit, For ſuch to deſcend to the 
implicity of a child: —to lay down all their conſe- 
quence ;]—to acknowledge they know nothing as they 
ught,' aud humanly ' ſpeaking, to become a fool for 
nit: this is ike, , Plcking out the; right, o, and, ke 
off the right hand; Wen but the power of di- 
ne grace can do that, E 111 


-- 


How common is. it for ſueh rrrry GENTRY to be 
more proud and abſolute than deſpotic kings. What 


minion over the lower orders of men, as if they wers , 
u their yaſſals and Haves; and all this, Jeſt their ima- 
nary grandeur, ſhould paſs unnoticed in the world. 
doſe who have got into little offices, and who bave 
reby a ſort of pre-eminence over the lower elaſs of 


mankind ; uſually exerciſe «or ger 


| parade do they rake about exerciſing their p power and | 


— @ - 
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2 * 
1 
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difference, and ſome times ev ridicule, 28 to make 
5 


1 ves Höhe 


Fon! 


* ONE — 3 


(is) 


thoſe WhO embrace . more than the rien 

Nee Y {tr 2; IS | | 

28 ort po- wa 

5 Tube *yarm. profeſſors deſpiſe this wor 85 1 
„Ty Hever enpertented fach a poreerful 1 0 upon 
their ben ſouls, ond "accordingly judge, all who profeſs 
ſueh great things are deceived? therefore, when they ſee 
or! hear of others, wWã make ſuch a ſtir about theſe 
thinys; they dre offended end deſpiſe both them. and 
their work. They accuſe them of pride and oſtentation, 
and endeavour to leſſen all their excellencies. If they 
have any uſefulneſs, or fruit of their lobonrs, they fre 
quently. put the worſt conſtruction” on it: and if they 
annot deny and contradict it, yet they will raiſe all 
Re obſtacley | again it Imazinadle; \ faying, / Such do 
Kron themſelves, U. ill e ov! in 4 a wille, they will fe 
e le are 3 15 15 mount, but muſt come doun, 


"They camot bear to ſee others vebert gore noticed than 
thertiſelves) Merefore endenvour to magnify all- their in. 
fitrnities: and when they cine either deny oricot: tradic 
the Wörk; and alſo, tha tfach inſtruments zre 'of-grea, 
vſe; Yer" Whey 4611 fpoek ef Ae with ſuch! cooltieſs, in 


every , 1 55 who hears them beli e, that ſuch a work is far 
pearahee th an Teal It is evident in this 
Thicular, th ſerſptüres ate verified: mr le, firſt ſhall 
Ein, 5 th: Hitt.” "THEreby, the pride of ſuch pro 
feſſors ts 7 25 wöfeißen * Kieqlepty > they defpiſe and 
wonder: "oe ther ate inſtances, here Tek withdraw 
n che peop]e,, Fuppehii 8 wa will, be bettef 

out An in 3 chyrch- fellowſhip! with ſuch. . 


1 9 Trreen r Nie u 1 105 


more, in appeg 


( 1g ) 
m 1ſhall attempt to give ſome reaſons, ny Gy de 


(pile this work, 


1. Becauſe of the meanneſs of thoſe 8 by 
which God carries on this work in the world; they being 
generally poor, and unlearned men: ſuch as fiſhermen 
and tent - makers. To fee ſuch men as theſe, ſet up for 
teachers in the church, is the height of preſumption; and 
ſuppoſe, they who will be content to ſuch perſons, 
are as much deceived as their Were their 
miniſters men of learning, abilities, and literary talents, 
we would ſooner belieye it to be a work of God: but 
when they are devoid of theſe, it requires too great a 
ſtretch of our faith, to believe they are ſent of God. 


But let us enquire 3 little what theſe teachers pretend 
to know, in order to give them the leaſt probability of 
luccels I in the world. 


1. They have the knowledge of themſelves. They 
. were finners; and that unlels they had been 
8 d, they would not have been faved. | 


> They have the hidowladge of God: They; know Jeſus 
iſt, whom to know is eternal life. Joi xvii. 3. They 
are dorn of incorruptible feed ; are paſſed from death 
nto life, and experience an aſfurance of the divine 
avour, They have the witneſs of this work * wa 
s, and are aſſured of their title to heaven. ö 


3. They baue a Clear knowledge of the dating of the 
oſpel. They are well read in the ſcriptures of truth: 

onſequently, are ſufficiently acquainted with the divine 
ul, They may-not underſtand the meaning of every 
B g difficult 


— — — 
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( 14 ) 
diMeult paſſage in the ſcriptures; but the Waun 
experimental, and practical parts they are well inſtrud. 
ed in; and from their own experience in theſe thingy, 
are able to declare them with authority to the people, 


4. They have an ardent love for ſouls. © The zeal 
of God's houſe eats them up; and the love of Chril 
conſtraineth them.“ They are men of faith, of courage 
of zeal and fortitude in the cauſe of God; and are «il- 
ling to hazard their lives in the defence of religion, 
They are indefatigable in their duty, and more inclin- 
ed th ſuffer hardſhips, than to covet the favour of men, 
They are men of calm and even tempers ; and have: 
firmneſs and conſtancy of mind, that will not be dif 


couraged by oppoſition. 


5* If to theſe” qualifications, there be added, a know- 
ledge of different languages, and ſciences; theſe being 
ſanctified, will greatly help a man to be a burning and 
ſhining light in the church. Such become able defend 
ers of the chriſtian religion, and are capable of eminent 
uſefulneſs in the cauſe of God. _Great talents, as vel 
as great riches, become a ſnare to many that are favour- 
ed with them, . But inſtead of being proud of them, 


wwe have need to fear and tremble, leſt they ſhould not 


do the good: for which they were intended; and ſo mett 
with the ſame Feproof which the man did, that had hid 
den his talent in the earth: Talents, are not given ſi 
Much for a man's own uſe, as the good of others: there 


fore, they who poſſeſs them, ſhould not forget the word 


of Chriſt, Many Hall ſay unto me in that day, have we ni 
propheſeed in thy nahe, and in thy name caſt ent devils, = 


" —_ — — ming nn g 1 
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ty name done many wonderful works ; and yet he will 10 unte 
them, I never knew you,” | 


It has generally been found, in all ages, that plain 
men, with moderate talents full of taith and the Holy 
Ghoſt, have been the moſt ſerviceable in the work of 
converſion, The others,, may be particularly uſeful in 
building vp the Church; in unravelling the myſteries 
of revelation; in reconciling ſeeming cqntradictions; un- 
folding the intricate mazes of the heart, and laying open 
the devices of Satan. By theſe means, the church of Gd 
ij built up in her moſt holy faith. No one man appears 
to poſſeſs all the talents requiſite to build up the church; 
therefore, the Apoſtle informs vs, ** To ſome he gave. Apo- 
files, to ſome 3 Sc. and all for the wk up of the 


Body of CH.. 


The plan of Itinerant preaching, is. certainly the mcſK 
calculated for general uſefulneſs; - and happy are thoſe 
churches, . who are favoured in this particular; it not 


only promotes variety, but is an excellent mean of 
keeping. up the attention of the people. 


2. Another reaſom why many defpiſe this work, is be- 
cauſe ot the meanneſs of thoſe perſons who are the ſub. 
jevs of it, in general the poor. Were they men of wealth 
and teſpectability; men of honour and eſtabliſhed credit, 
of univerſal good report, that, were the ſubjects. of this 
work; then it would not be ſo diſguſting... But, when 
they are chiefly the poor ; and ſome of the moſt.abandogy 
ed characters; yea, even the very refuſe of the people: 
it is ſo degrading to human nature, and all the feelings 
of wiſdom ; that it becomes a matter of prudent economy 
to have little or nothing to do with ſuch a deſcription 
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of people. However, let us not forget, or overlook the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt, ** The poor have the Goſpel preached 
duo them.” The ſouls of the pour, as well as the rich, 
are equally valuable in the fight of God, God is no re- 
ſpecter of perforis, ** The rick and the poor meet together, and 
the Lord is the muker of them all.“ Therefore, to deſpiſe 
the work of Gd, becauſe of the poverty of thoſe who 
embrace it; argues the height of pride and folly ;=evils 
rarely to be curl; G8 


g. Another reaſon, is, becauſe this work is fo ſud 
denly effected in the hearts of ſume ſinners, Perhaps, 
convinced and converted to God in a few days. There, 
fore, they wonder, and cry out, How can theſe thing: 
be? 


To ſee a reliant inner, a bitter perſcontee one day, 
and in a few days after to be convinced and converted to 
God! This is a thing ſo unacconntable' and incredible, 
that they judge it muſt he a deluſion: not remembering 
ſuch inſtances as Saul of Tarſus, the Jailor, and the three 
thouſand pricked'to the heart under one ſermon : belicc 
multitudes that were added to the church daily. Tf the 
ſririt of, God could effect ſuch a great work, in fo ſhort 

2 time in the Apoſtles days; why may he nat now? 
The. Lord's work is the ſame; and fo oh the means to 
effect it. | | 
4. Another reafon, hy une deſpiſe this work, is 
becauſe of the reproa ches thoſe people meet with, who 
profefs to experience it. The world can hardly invent 
any thing too bad for religious people; conſequently 
they are often laying to the charge of the godly, the evils, 
ieh r. are moſt addicted RES 
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1) Again, 
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Again, if any perſon falls from his ſleadfaſtneſt, and be- 
comes, a (candal to religion, it affords great, ocepſion 
for the enemies of Gd to bl ſybeme; a circuraſtance of 
this kind, ſeldom fails to caſt ſuch an odiuin op the 
—_ as 's not eren wiped 1 
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5. e e ſuwe geltäte it, is the negate. 
rities that fometimes accompany this work, ſome pra y- 
ing, ſume- ſinging, and others crying out in loud and 
bitter lamentations; all at the fame time. Where the 
work is very rapid, there are at times ſo many of theſe 
irregularities, that they give great diſguſt to ſome timo- 
Tous minds, They readily think, as'God is not the #uthor 
of confuſton, but of peace; therefore, all ſnch diſerder 
muſt be offenſive ia his ſight: not conſideting. hat God 
looks at the heart; and where ſuch agitations ſpring from 
the powerful operations of the fpirit, they cannot be 
diſpleaſing to him, Beſides, the pa ſſions of men are ſoon 
affected ; and not unfrequently one by another; r 
larly, where any one is powerfully wrought upon. | ” 
ſtrong conyictions; if they give, vent to them, it wi 
frequently have a great effect upon others. Some are of 
opinion, that it, is the beſt way, not to ſuppreſs them from 
what ſome call prudential motives, but apply to God and 
the faithful, for immediate help; as thoſe are common: 
ly ſooneſt brought into goſpel. liberty. 


Again, having never ſeen any particular work of this 
kind before, may be one reaſon why they are ſooner 
offended; for, as it is contrary, to any thing that they 
have ever ſeen, 'tis natural for them to be diſguſted. 


6. Another reſo", why. ſome are aftended and deſpiſe 
it, is becauſe they feel no happineſs i in it themſelves; perbaps 
B 3 ſo, 


L 


689 


&s and are you afſured the fault is not 'your own? "Tis 

very probable, you may ve mere ſpectators, and not rea 

wotſhippers; and if fo, it isr no wonder [thy you feel no 
| kappinelſs in it, PT ts 


Now, were you 3 to * with thoſe who are 
in deep diftreſs, and offering importunate prayers ; and 
confider yourſelves deeply intereſted in it, either for 
yourſelves, or thoſe in diſtreſs; I am perſuaded that you 
would no longer find it een, dut mey worſhip: 
ing God in ſpirit and in truth. * 


14% 4, 


1 Again, perhaps vou have prejudices againſt ſuch : 
work Already; if ſo, your, mind was ſteel'd beforehand 
en receiving auy benefit; theref re, you came with 
no expectations of receiving good, and conſequently, no 
den why you cannot profit by ſuch meetings. 


as Again, we ſhould not have our feelings hurt, by ſeeing 
the ſame number of perſons equally diſtreſſed, or re- 

icing, were they every one in different apartments; 

and pray where can be the difference in the ' ſight cf 
8047 ls nut the matter equally the ſame to him, whe 
ther they be altogether in one, or different places? There 
fore, this objeRion ariſes from comparing God with our: 
ſelves. Let us conſider; the Lord views all the infinite 
myriads of beings in the univerſe at the ſame inſtant of 


„ 1 * 


pros 5 confuſions, is for want of viewing them pro 
perly by the light of reaſon and revelation. 


The words in the text rendered, “ Shall not believe,” 
ſhould be rendered, will not believe, Indeed, if the word 


ell, were to be taken, according to its common accept! 
lion 


mos Gs ct 8=&” er ( n= fc to. ... 


AY 


/ 


es) 
non, It would appear as if it were not in their power to 
believe it: and if fo, how could they be blamed for an 


{Gbiſity? which certainly muſt be the caſe, if God 
f en . that * ſhould not believe i it, 


IV. I come n ecled * what will be the un- 
happy conſequences ebdeſpifing this work of Gd. 


1. They will be left in a carnal, blind, and uncon- 
verted ſtate, Their diſblieving the truths of the goſpel, 
will hinder the Lord from working this work upon them ; 
the ſame as our Lord ſaid of his own countrymen, © He 
could not do many miracles there, becauſe of their unbelief.. 
Prejudiced people will neither hear for themſelves, nor 
converſe freely with thoſe who know theſe things by ex- 


perience ; conſequently, they remain ſtupidly ig vorant. 


2, They will be deſpiſed of God; © God hates the work- 
ers of iniquity ; the prend he beholds afar off.” Thoſe who 
defpiſe this work, provoke God to do to them as Jeſus 
Chriſt did to the barren fig-tree, 4+ * Honeeforth, let no fruit 
grow on thee for ever.” 


There cannot fall a greater + upon oy. perſon, 
than to be forſaken, and given up of Gd. Ephraim is. 
Joined to his idols, let him alone: Saint Paul, fays, God 
gives up ſuch perſons, to ſtrong deluſions do believe a he, 
that they might be damned, who believe not the trutl. How 
terrible it is to be given up of God! No greater curſe can 
attend any perſon in this world. Where perſons can fin 
with 'greedineſs, and without remorſe of conſcience, it is 
Sor great proof that God has given them up: and 
if un leaves. them, how tataly awful muſt be the conſe- 


quence! 
3. They 


4. They will be rejected at the judgment day! 


(' 29 ) 


3. They will be forſaken ip a dying hour. They have 
had no experience of this work of God in their life, and 
ſo will be without an- intereſt. Chriſt at death, ;; They 
want what ſome call the certificate, the aſſurance of God's 
favour, or the witneſs of the ſpirit. . 
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How awful, to ſee a man leave the world, without the 
favour of Almighty God. No hope! no happineſs! no 
confidence in his maker! all is gloomy and horrible! 
The world forſakes him, his friends cannot help him; 
and trouble will come upon bim like a woman in travel, 
and he cannot eſcape! Depart he muſt! Death has got 


bis commiſſion and will pot be bribed ? Into etetuity he 


muſt go, to give an account of himſelf to God! 
« Terrible thought? ſhall I alone, 

% Who may be: ſavidehall Im 

« Of all, alas! whom I have known, 


% Through fin for ever die? 99 5 


While all my old companions dear, 
% With whom I once did Ihe, | 
4 Joyſul at God's right hand appear, 
4 A blefſing to recelve : 
« Shall 1--arnidR a ghaſtly band, 
% Dragg'd to the judgment ſeat ! 
„ Far of the left with horror and ! 
4 My featful doom to meet? 
„ While they enjoy his heav'nly love, | 
% Muſt 1 in torments dwell 7 — 
« And hawl, (while they ſing hymns above) 
% And breathe the flames of hell!“ 


— — — enn nr, — 
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(a) 

How will ſuch deſpiſers, wonder, and periſh : at that 
moſt awful day of God! How will they wonder to ſee 
themſelves forſaken and rejected. They will wonder, 
how the riches, the honours or pleaſures of the world ſo 
deluded them: how they could be ſo blind to their own 
intereſt, as ever to fuffer themſelves to be ſo deceived, 
But time is gone! the foul is loſt! irrecoverably loſt for 
ever!! | 


How terrible the thought! ones I was an inhabitant 
upon earth; had an opportunity of hearing the Goſpel, 
Once my neighbours and friends invited me to hear the 
word, but I turned a deat ear! 1 would not part with my 
beloved fins: I would not forfake all for Chriſt. Now all 
poſſibility of my ſalvation is for ever gone! Time is no 
more! Sabbaths are all over! No more Goſpel fermons! 
Miniſters have given up their office: und even Chriſt 
himſelf ls vo longer 8 mediator and advocate! The 
judgment le fet! The books are opened t Sentence muſt 
paß, „Od ye curfed Into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels!“ All hope is gone! The tal 
u loſt? And now, there is nothing to expect, but eternal 
DAMNATION, wth 


What wiinging of hands! What tearing of hair! What 
eurſing of one another, world without end! How unde» 
ſeribably dreadful to bear the wrath of God, and endure 
the flames of hell-fire for ever and ever! for ew and 
ever! Who can bear the thought? The God that made 
them, will laugh gt their calamitles, and mock when their 
fear cometh! ' © laue called, but ye have refuſed ? I have 
Ireiched out my arm, But ud man d; truly and em- 


Matically it may then be ſaid ; 4 The great day of his wrath 


veg and who hall bo able to fund Rev. vl. 17. 1 
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bu bs preparing his people for perſecution, or the uni 


. This work, has been fo powerfully exzrled on, eve 


( #2 ) 
v, Draw ſome inferences from the whole, 


1. And is the Lord working ſuch a glorious work in 
our days? A work of canyiction, eon verſi n, and fahne. 
tifiention, Let us then no longer ſhut our eyes nguinſ 
the light, Although the Lord dues not carry on his work 
exactly according to out views, let us not rejedt It on that 


We certainly live In the latter days, when: God |; 
About to perform a great work in the earth Whether 


verſal ſpread of the Goſpe!, he alone can beſt determine: 
but without doubt, ſome Important event Is at hand, 0 
that it may be the latter, the glorious commencement of 
the happy Millenium 1 4 When all. 1 ſhall * the fal 
vation of God," | 1" 4 50 


nigong our people, for this laſt, two. or threg years, that 
in Turi alone, the year before laſt, there were between 
five and, fix thouſand brought to God: and t laſt. your, 
it has ſpread till more gloriouſly Into many other places 


Can we expect that fa work, ſo powerful, ſpeedy 21d 
effectual, ſhould be carried on without ſome thing e. 
markable ? Let us not then reject and deſpiſe it, becauſe 
it is ame on in an wen anner. ach 


 EffeQtual fervent prayer, and the preaching, of the v worde 
ſeem to be the moſt uſeful means in this work; Jet theſe 
means be duly prized, for thoſe who deſpiſe them, en- 
danger their own ſalvation... >... . 


„ Ia this great work, two things eſpeclally/ are fo be 


avoided 
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avoided, The firſt is, thinking every thing that is done 
to be of God, The ſecond le, that there Ia nothing of 


God it, It : but that It ls all from the diſturbed paſſlons 
of the people, 


| As to the firſt, unnatuel erſes, or Irreverent expref- 
| WH ſons, ate not te be juſtified by the ſcriptures; yet, pray⸗ 


Ing or Hinging heartily, and jolning fervently in giving a 


hearty amen to the ſevetal pe(ithof4 of prayer, this fy 
Habt, and what ought to be In all Chriſtian cougregations, 
WY If that which favors of enthuſiaſm, tant and wildnefs can 
be prevented of checked, It is better f and if the managers 
ae things well, and have wifdom ſufficient, It may be 
) WH done, At any rate, It is neceſſary to exereiſe patience, 
and do nothing rafhly, but let charity put the beſt eos 
fruRlon upon matters: as in many caſes, time [tfelf 
will remedy them, 


But ſecondly, to ſay there is nothing of God in it, is 
in the higheſt degree abſurd, Pray why is it, that dif- 
ferent perſons are wrought upon Juſt in the ſame way? 
Why is it that they are brought into ſuch diſtreſs, ſo ſud- 
denly, ſo powerfully, and ſometimes ſome of them with- 
out even being in the ſame place? Why is it that even 
children, who are not capable of deceiving have the ſame 
work upon them, and-are ſet at liberty juſt in the ſame 
way? ſome of which are not more than eight, ten, or 
twelve years of age? And why is it that thoſe who pro- 
fels to be convinced and converted in a few hours, per, 
haps within one hour, are now the moſt ſteady perſons in 
out ſociety ? If it were merely natural, and only a touch 
upon the paſſions, as ſome call it, is it poſſible that it 
ſhould be laſting ? 


4. Objection. But there are impoſtors among — 


n 


64 


and ſuppoſe there be; what does this prove f but that 
the work itſelf is real; for you allow, they are not all 
impoſters, Let us therefoe be aware of ſpeaking againſt 
ſuch a work, leſt we ſhould be found fighting againſt God, 
"Tis a very dangerous thing, for even good people, thro' 


# miſguided judgment, to take part againſt God, If you 


cannot approve, at leaſt ſuſpend your judgment for the 
eſent ; time and circumſtances may concur to prove 


more fully what is truth, 


" Laſtly, Let all miniſters be careful, not to oppoſe this 


work; by exaggerating and expoſing every little unfa- 
vourable circumſtance that occurs, to render the work 


' ridiculous, If any perſons ought to poſſeſs a great degree 


of charity, ſurely they are thoſe who preach it to others, 
"Tis much more eaſy to find fault with ſuch a work, in 
a kind of religious chit chat, than to be a means of for- 
warding it. The one may be done without denying our- 
ſelves, and taking up our croſs, but the other cannot, 
The one may create a laugh from luke-warm profeſſors, 
but the other is an entire GG Ty thing of the 
_ 


4 Let us then have out hearts deeply engaged in the 
work of God, and reckon our labours almoſt loſt, if we 
ſee no fruit of it, May the zeal of the Lord's houſe eat 
us up: and may we be like minded with the prophet, Is, 
chap, lxii, 1. For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jeruſalems ſake I will not reſt, until the righ- 
teouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs ; and the ſalvation 


thereof ub a lamp that burneth, 
/ 


SOME. 
DIRECTIONS 


Forward this WORK. 
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U. Let all miniſters of Chriſt keep their own ſouls 


alive to God, and carefully avoid every thing that would 
damp the fervor of the mind, Tis all in vain to expect 
any gteat work without this; men muſt be like flames of 


ite themſelves, if they mean to ſet others on fire, God 
ſes inſtruments, but chiefly thoſe who have moR of God 


in them. 


2, Let ſuch as are elders, or leaders among the people, be 
like-minded with the preachers; and as much as poſhble 
live in the ſame ſpirit, Let them alſo come forward te 
the help of the Lord againſt the mighty, "Tis nut enough 
bwely to refolce in the work of the Lord ; but they muſt 
nd forward Freely, courageoufly, and In faith, If they 
wean ty help on this work Prayer is one prinelpal mean 
f carrying It on with rapidity, and every child of God 


C ought 
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enght to be like-minded herein, Tis not always thoſe 
who have the greateſt gifts that are of the greateſt uſe; 
but principally thoſe who have moſt of the ſpirit, and 
poſſeſs the greateſt fervor, While perſons are backward in 
this duty, there is little hope of their uſefulneſs. There 
muſt either be a ſpring withity, “ The love of Chriſt 
conſtraining them,“ or they will do no great or to them 
that are without. 


g. Your prayers ſhould not be general, but particular; 
not indeterminate, but determinate, not for ſin in gene- 
ral, but for your ſins in particular; and you muſt bring 
the matter to. r point; urge the penitent to come to 
Chriſt directly, bellevingly, and fervently ; and to look 
for the bleſſing at that time, Expect God to work while 
you pray, to anſwer while you ſpeak, and to open while 
you thus knock at mercy's door, Be like wreſtling Jacob, 
like the importunate widow, yea, like poor blind Bar- 
timeus. God only waits to ſee our importunity, to hear 
our cries, and to prove that we will not go without the 
bleſſing: then he frequently anſwers in a moſt ſingular 
manner. At ſuch; times, have particular reſpect to God's 
preſence, and his promiſes; look for their accompliſh- 
ment, and conſider he is an unchanga ble Being, and 
therefore cannot be more willing to ſave at any other 
time than now. The principal reaſon why prayer is fo 
ſingularly uſeful, is, becauſe it has ſuch a tendency 
to ofen the heart; perhaps more ſo, than any other 
means, The addreſs being immediately to God, ere? 
ates a ſolemnity of ſpirit; the fervency of the petition 

engages attention, and the pouring out the ſpirit in an- 
iner to o Prayer, is the chief reaſon why ſo. much good 

| is 
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1 Ont ly un erw in partfeular: therefbre; pruy vis 
and never falat, and remember God's harids ate al” 


ys open; and tis onty our hearts that nerd opening, 
in order to recelve' bleffings from his gracious throne; 


4 Another thing neceſſury to be done on ſome ocea-- 


Gons la, after many fervent prayers. have been offered! 


up, if there is no anſwer, it may be proper and-advon* 
tageous; to diſmiſs the congregation; und defire only» 
thoſe to ſtop who are particularly. diſtreſſed, with ſuchy 
as have faith in God; who believe that he both can and 
will deliever, Unbellef, is like an Achan in the camp: 
therefore, all who ſtagger at the promiſe, had better with- 
draw. Then let the faithful direct their prayers for the 
perſon or perſons in diſtreſs, and particularly pray for 


the thing they then want, and no doubt, God will an- 


lwer immediately: and ſuch anſwers to prayer pay 
ſirengthen the faith of believers, , 


6. Another uſeful means is, whenever you have an 
opportunity, ſpeak lovingly, freely, and plainly to one 
another on theſe ſubjects, as it will greatly tend to en- 
kindle your devotion, It you ſpend any time with Chriſ- 
tian people, either by accident or deſign, improve as 
much of it as poſſible by ſinging and prayer: thereby 
your viſits will be rendered a bleſſing to one another; 
and you will never part without being better for meet- 
ing. Thus you will edify one another; ſtir up each other's 
faith, hope, and love, and be a means of leading one 
another into God : which ought to be the great end of- 
ul Chriſtian converſation. 


6, Laſtly. 


up 


(4), | 
6. Laltly, Live in a conſtant dexdneſs to tf 
in affection. Let your conſtant, x be, % linety | 
to the Lord,” Keep your * crucified. to the 
wt Live a life of faith, Itive to imitate yout 
maſter, and to advance in hol! eſs of heart and lite every 
day. Let every creature lezd you to God, then will you 
ſee him in all things. Trace his providential and redeems, 
ing grace in all its b anches, and it will greatly tend 6. 
produce love and obedience : thus living and dying, w 
hall _ joy enter into the nn of your Lord. 
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